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"DISCOURSE BY ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS. 


THE following discourse was delivered by Elder Franklin D. Richards at 
the Davis Stake Conference, Farmington, Sunday, September 6, 1896. 

My Dear Friends—To-day I feel as much as I ever did in my life the 
force of these wards which were used by one of the ancient worthies when 

he said, “Now, O Lord, I know that man is nothing in thy sight, except | 
thou by thy Spirit dost strengthen him.” I thank President Joseph F. 
Smith and my brethren of the Twelve who are present for their kindness 
in granting me liberty to be a listener this morning, and I wish to testify — 
that while I was rested and refreshed in my person, I was refreshed, 
8 and strengthened in my spirit. I always rejoice in the midst of 

the Séinte: and I realize that the Spirit and power of God was with thé 
breéhr@n who spoke unto us this morning. And now, it you will graciously - 
lend ‘your faith in my behalf, I will strive in my spirit to obtain of the 
Lord that measure of the Holy Spirit that shall still enable us to have 
edification while we are together. 

The work of the Lord in which we are engaged is not only great, but it 
is wotidtous. I was thinking this morning as I sat here, and as I now 
behold you, what a contrast between the present Davis Stake conferences 
and what they were thirty years ago! Well may we feel ag the celebrated 
Morse ‘said concerning the revelations of science to him: “Behold what 
hath God wrought!” We live in a century of time which has developed 
and is’ developing to the human family most wonderful disclosures, or 
revelations of various sciences, especially the science of true intelligence, 
the knowledge of God. The highest. order of intelligence known to man 
has been revealed and proclaimed i in our day, and we are the joyous. re 
nw of that 5 knowledge and intelligence which the heavens 
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glorifying himself and His own ways, has restored again the Gospel, the 
order and power of the Priesthood; has taught the boy prophet | how to 
translate by the Urim and Tan and how to organize His church on 
the earth and set in order all things that were wanting. It seemed to 
have opened up not only to those who were believers and who were looking 
for the coming of the kingdom, as many of our fathets were at that time, 
that this was the last dispensation ; but that it was also the set time for the 
opening up of these various scientific revelations, inven tions and discoveries 


with which ve in our now so While the 
revealed to Joseph the most | al 


salvation - the way of our return to the presence of our Father in heaven 
He also gave knowledge and revelation to men who were not so devoutly 
inclined, but whom He found to be of such excellent spirit, in some cases, 
as to acknowledge His hand in those discoveries, concerning other revela- 
tions and developments; as, for instance, the discovery of steam and of 
electricity as great instruments of power. 

The revelation of the knowledge of God through the Gospel was the 
great leading topic, and the moving forward and accomplishing of this 
work is the great supreme object of the heavens and of the righteous on 
earth. The Lord in His -mercy and wisdom, revealed these other matters 
of science as helpmeets to spread abroad this Gospel to the nations of the 
earth, to bring the human family to nearer relation with each other, 90 
that the work of God might be hastened in its time and, in His infinite 
wisdom, be cut short in righteousness. In the. ‘beginning our Elders 
taught about going to the nations in swift vessels, “swift. vessels of bul- 
rushes ;” and about those times the Lord Was teaching certain men to 
arrange so that we could cross the ocean. by. steamship, when it used to 
take some three weeks to go by some of the choicest sailing packets. This 
is only one instance of His movement to hasten the gathering of the Sainte 
by the steam-power upon the sea and upon the land. Speedily following, 
came the discovery of the use of electricity, by which means intelligence 
and testimony have been e to the nations of the orth andy nan 
until Israelis gathered. 

The great work that i is upon us in . letter days v was 0 2 leid ont 
before us this morning in its magnitude and importance, hy Presid — 
Joseph F. Smith, that all of us must see who have sight, and all must hear 
and feel who have our senses, that it is, upon each and every one of us 
to endeavor to honor the hign position which the human family are to- 
day willing to accredit us with in the earth. Next to the gathering o 
Israel from the four quarters of the earth, one of the wonders of the 
world, is how the people are assimilated in their faith and ae into 
that unity of spirit which is necessary for us all to possess, 7 is a 
standing miracle in the eyes of the world, and it commands the 33 
tion of the noblest minds among the nations. 5 

Wen I was in England, and the Gospel had to be carried to the people 
ol South Africa, the Cape of Good Hope, one of our brethren was return- 
ng from that place, having finished his stay, and going. to Zion. 4 do not 

his name, bat I recollect well the circumstance goqurring, at, the 
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time. He came and *** with us a few days in the English mission. 
He waa by marriage a relative of the distinguished statesman, Lord John 
Russell, and, of course, in going through the country he took the oppor- 
tunity to have an interview with this distinguished statesman. Lord 
John reoeived him kindly and cordially as a relative, but he wondered at 
so sensible a man as he joining so unpopular a people as the Latter-day 
Saints. There was one thing, however, that struck him. He said it was 
the greatest wonder in his mind how Mr. Young could gather together a 
people of such various notions, such varied ‘habits, such prejudices of 
education, and could make them to be so united in accomplishing the 
work which they seemed to be carrying on at that time in America. This 
thing is a standing wonder to the human family. It isa wonder to us 
when we stop to think of it, But it is only accomplished by the power of 
God, by the authoritative administration of the ordinances which confer 
remission of sins and baptism by the. Holy Ghost as well as by water. 
About that same time, soon after this great extent of territory west of 
the ri river had been acquired from Mexico as a part of the United 
States domain, and then called Upper California, some of you will recollect 
that there was a great stiras to which part, if any, of this great acquisition 
should be allowed to become slave states gud which part of it should not. 
There was also a great stir in Congress as to how to adjust the slavery 
question, and there was appointed in Congress a committee of thirteen, 
representing in number the thirteen. original colonies, and these men were 
entrusted with the duty of harmonizing, of compromising and of arranging 
and submitting to Congress such a method of procedure as should be if 
| wore satisfactory to all parties, the north and the south, de cant and 
were being turned out of the United States to seek a resting, place where 
they could get the farthest from their friends. In my dream I was called 
upon bx a gentleman who said he wanted to talk with me and to intro- 
duce me to a committee of men. He took me into a place where there 
were thirteen men. I can recollect che countenances of quite a number 
of them to-day. When I had been introduced to them, the chairman 
said to me, Mr. Richards: we want to ask you a certain question. How. 
is it that Mr., Young and you men that labor with him can get your, 
people, to do anything you want them to do! If it is to pull-up stake 
and leave their homes and go from state to state, or make any kind of 
sacrifice or perform any labor, vou have no trouble to do it. You don’t 
have to go and preach it up, and labor do get them willing; all you have 
to do is to let them know that you think it would be well for them to 
do so and so, and they are in a hurry to get about and do it.“ Said he, 
“how do you do it? We would like to know the secret of that operation 
if you can tell us, for we have to argue a measure before the people and 
lay before them all the reasons, all the causes and all the probable oon - 
sequences, and then it is with the utmost difficulties that we can accom 
plish the matter“ I will tell you how in my dream I answered him- 5 
_{ said to them, “Gentlemen, the way we are enabled to do thie is 
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because we make it first appear to the people that what we want them 
to do is that which is for their greatest good. We have been sent from 
our country to preach to the people of the world, and we have conferred 
upon them the blessings of the everlasting Gospel. They have found 
out that these are the greatest blessings that mortal man can enjoy; 
and having bestowed upon them in the name of our God these blessings, 
they feel that we have their interest deeply at heart, and feeling thys 
they wish us to continue to benefit and bless them. They found that 
when they rendered obedience to the Gospel it was their privilege to 
gather to America, the best of all countries, and establish’ homes, ahd 
they did so. They found themselves blessed in things temporal and in 
things spiritual. When there are offices to fill they want us to fill those 
offices, because they know that we have labored and have benefitted them 
so far; and having found out that we first loved and respected them 
before they loved and respected us they seek unto us for this continued 
benefit and blessing. That is how, when we signify anything to them 
they know that it is the best thing that can be done for them.“ i 

It was in that way and spirit that I ‘answered their question, having in 
remembrance that scripture which says that we love God because He 
first loved us and gave His Only Begotten Son to die for us, and greater : 
love than that hath no man. 

That is the spirit and foundation of our work, the principle upon which 
16 has been commenced and carried on so far. I want my brethren and 
sisters to realize that that is the principle, through all the Church; that 
is supposed to be employed and should be in every place—a spirit to 
work and labor for the interest of the people of God. It is in view of 
this that we are called to sustain our brethren in their stations in the 
Church. These principles are far reaching, and as we advance in build- 
ing up and establishing the Church and kingdom of God they are more 
far-reaching, and they are omnipotent, and they are not to be triffed 
with. As was presented to us so emphatically this morning, it is a Ute 
now when they cannot be ignored with impunity. _ 

In the days of the Kirtland temple, when the Elders had chit ieee 
ings there, and when those men mentioned this morning separated them- 
selves from the quorum of the Apostles, the Church had not attained to 
that degree of knowledge and experience that it has now. The holy 
endowments that have been bestowed upon us had not then been revealed, 
and they who lifted up their heels against the Lord's anointed did not 
do it in the great light which we enjoy and possess. While they were 
dealt with and cut off the Church, and have gone to their on place, we 
live in a time when the revelations of the Lord have come in such a 
fullness and such power (for the Prophet Joseph was not let to depart 
until these things were revealed to us through him) that men in this 
day cannot do such things without sinning against greater light, greater 
knowledge, and abusing the power of God and disregarding the holy 
things to a much greater and deeper and more terrible extent than they 
could then. Men will be judged according to their knowledge and’ the 
measure of intelligence that bas been bestowed _ them. Hens it is, 
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in the day in which. we live-in. the fullness of the blessings of the king- 
dom, the. revelation af these ordinances, the existence of four temples in 
our State, and the abundance of light and truth that is spread forth 
men are inexcusable now to walk in darkness at mid-day. We need to 
cultivate. the principles of the Gospel and live them every day; and we 
who are grown up come very near being inexcusable if we are here with- 
out the testimonies of the Holy Ghost, 

I may say without fear of contradiction that every man who. lives 
among, God's people who has not sinned to cut himself off from these 
privileges, has a right and can attain to these manifestations that make 
him. know that Joseph was a prophet. The way is open to all people to 
attain this knowledge; for it is “unto you, and to your children, and to 
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” It is 
for us to learn the spirit of this work, and to walk in it. 

In the days of Jesus the best figure that He could find to illustrate the 
spirit of the work was, “The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh and whither | 
it goeth.”. We have something in our day that will help perhaps to 
illustrate the workings of the Spirit. There is a power situated some- 
where that has a mighty influence a long way from where it is seated, 
so that if we just turn a button it. lights up dark room, by means oft 
which you can read or talk and be sociable, just like it ate daylight. 
What is that? You can tell whence it comes, because you know it comes 
from the power house, and it gives you light and benefits the sense of 
sight. That illustrates a certain class of God's blessings, which we can 
see and feel and handle. Now, we see from that same power house there 
is conducted something. by which you can listen and hear a distant choir 
sing, or you can hear a distant person talk. Your ears have testimony of 
this. These are simple illustrations to show how you have the 
diferent. manifestations and gifts; the one the gift of t and the 
other. gift of hearing. And so is exhibited the power ak us up and 
take us along at a rapid rate in the streets of our towns. All these 
emanate from the same power, but in different ways. So the Spirit of 
the Lord, which cometh from Him, and from Him alone, is manifest to 
us in different ways, so that we can not only see His manifestations, but 
can handle them and can sense them in our bodies. We ought continually 
to cultivatate these manifestations by drawing nearer unto Him and 
seeking more of His Spirit to be with us in all the walks of life. There 
is a great lack of this among the people. The cares of the world choke 
tho word in a great many instances, and the Spirit does not. work 20 
freely, because, our 
commonplace matters. 

The work of the Lord ind gigantic strides. Ten years 
ago-our. penitentiary: was being filled with our brethren and some of the 
nisten. But a great change has been brought about. The Lord has 
turmed the hearts of the people in our favor, and we can see this high 
esteem that, President Smith “ie alluded to. “This is the Lord's 795 


and it is wonderful in nee eyes.” 
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We should “be careful and educate our children as they come ‘along up. 
I often think if we could live in a place where none but the rightebus 
dwell—where there was no bad language employed, no bad “habits — 
indulged in, no inclinations and tendencies to sin—our children that are 
given to us in the covenant would grow up without sin unto salvation. 
And that is what we hope for when we get to the New Jerusalem, or to 
some of the cities of our God, where our children will not, almost before 
they are born, hear swearing and various things which are contrary to 
the word and ways of God. But we are blessed with a wonderful organi- 
zation of Sunday schools and primaries, to take our children from the 
cradle and to teach and cultivate them and turn their hearts to the ways 
of the Lord. Oh! My brethren and sisters, you should appreciate and 
prise these blessings, and keep your arms of love around them; and if 
they go, as they should sometimes, to places of recreation, go sian thon 
and teach them how to enjoy themselves. 

Do you ever bear in mind that we live in a period of time jeer we 
ought to be careful? Do we remember that the angel said: when he came 
bringing the Gospel, Fear God, and give glory to bim: for the hour df 
his judgment is come?” Do we, in the cares of the world and the plen- 
titude that God has given us, consider that we live in a day and time 
when the word of God has gone out that the hour of His judgment is 
come? We know that His judgments are abroad in the world. We see 
them; we ‘hear of them, in terrific violence on every hand, and they are 
likely to become more and more so. There are likely to conie obuflicts and 
divisions, discord and strife in every department of human society—unless 
I may honorably and gloriously except the society of God’s people—and 
perhaps we shall have a taste of it. But we are the ones that have been 
baptized into the one spirit. We are the ones that should ‘eschew every- 
thing of evil, and let everything of our life's tendency serve to combine 
our hearts in the love of each other. Oh! remember that great eternal 
principle: “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because 
we love the brethren.” Then we ought to have that love and regard for 
each other that we will do to each other as we would have en do ee, 
and 80 work out the Gospel rule. | 

[to BE CONTINUED.) 


THE RUINED CITY IN MEXICO. 


even? the New York of: a 
city with temples, pyramids and the remains of dwellings of u great popu- 
lation in the mountains of the State of Guerrete, Mexico, b been 
announced, is well known in the scientific world. 

A letter from Mr. Niven dated September 94, at Chilpancingo, State 
‘of Guerrero, and received here October 2, says, “I have taken 300 
photographs of the ‘ruins of Quechomictlipan, which cover a much wider 
area than I had at first supposed—something like 1,000 square miles, and 
ins tead of three temples 
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graphs of them and of objects which 1 found in the ruins. In short, my 


trip has been highly successful.” 


The eit. was made by Mr. Niven in 
of 1 although: he di not know that 


covered so wide an 
area as his letters now say. The discovery has been made known to a few 
persons for some time, but was not made widely known pending negotia- 
tions with the Mexican Government for the right of exploration. This 
concession to archwologists was granted last summer. 

In the course of a prospecting tour through the State of Guerrero in the 
fall of 1891, Mr. Niven visited the State Museum at Chilpancingo, the 
capital. The display of archæological objects, particularly of jade and 
trachyte, was ‘remarkable, and he was surprised to learn that the 
locality where they had been discovered was an unknown field to the 
explorer. In 1894 Mr. Niven interested Morris K. Jesup, president of the 
American Museum of Natural History, in the matter, and was engaged by 
him to make à trip of about fifty days on horseback through the territory. 
As a result of the trip, Mr. Niven got more than 600 neten pee 
which’ are now on exhibition at the museum 

On May 23, 1894, Mr. Niven left the town of Qosutin' and ‘forded the Las 
Balsas ver into the State of Guerrero, with a servant and five riding and 
pack @himais. In the following three weeks nearly every town visited 
had some — ‘ruins; mostly mounds. Xochipala was reached oni 
Jane 20, and the next day at Yerbabuena were found evidences of pre- 
_ historie¢ | structures, among them what must have been a great temple, 
covering a space of 300 by 200 feet. An altar of solid masonry was in the 

centre! It was 10 feet square, well preserved, and 20 feet high. The 
foundations and part of the walls of circular towers, 6 feet thick, at each 
corner were plainly visible. For ten miles Mr. Niven rodeamong the ruins 
of what he was convinced must have been a great city. The houses of 
stone and lime had been from 8 to 50 feet square. Many of their walls 
were standing, and were from 3 to 8 feet high, their thickness varying 
from 2 t0 8 feet. The next day the party went to the north on another 
foothill of the Sierra Madre Mountains, and after a rough journey found 
themselves riding over the ruins of pre-historic dwellings. The use of the 
pick’ showed that they were the foundations of houses which had been 
substantially built of stone and lime. Another temple was found similar 
to the one at Yerbabuena, with a larger altar and part of the stairs 
still remaining. About eight hundred yards further on was another 
building nearly as large as the first, and on its corners were circular 
towers, the walls about 4 feet high. There were quantities of broken 
pottery found ‘around it, enough to load adozen mules. From this point 
until the’ party 'teachéd a place where the ridge abruptly terminated in = 
perpendieulur wall te the OU, fert below; the ruins were scattered 
every hatidred yards. 

200 feet egeti, ‘within a radius of five miles, with altars standing in two of 
them 20 teet high, and ruins, houses and mounds thickly covering an area 
of dwentz ; our square miles. This was in a part of country 
on horseback from the railroad.—New York Tribune. 
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‘THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 


— 


THANKSGIVING DAY. 


Takovongovr the United States of America the last Thursday of November 
is appointed as a day of thanksgiving to the Lord for the blessings,of the 
past year. It has been customary since the year 1863 for the President of 
the United States.and for the Governors of each State and Territory 
in the Union to make a yearly proclamation setting apart this day as one 
for giving thanks, and calling upon the people to meet in their houses f 
worship to observe it in an appropriate manner. The day is observed as 
Shara holiday, and in many places public arw bald venue 

The Pilgrim Fathers as early as the year 1631 held. a 
giving festival in America. It was often repeated during that and the 
following century. The American Congress annually recommended days 
of thanksgiving during the revolution, and for the return of peace, in 1784, 
one was appointed. Washington, after the adoption of the Constitution, in 
1789, set a day for thanksgiving; and again in 1798 for the general walfare 
of the nation. Some of the succeeeding presidents made similar ne 
ments for certain occasions. 

The harvest festival. appears to be a very ten ind ja 
reoogniged i in some form among various nations both ancient and modern. 
The, Hebrew nation observed the feast of. tabernacles, not only in remem- 
brance of their dwelling in tents while sojourning in the wilderness, but 
also in grateful acknowledgement to God for the fruite of the . whieh 
they had gathered during the harvest. 

The native races of the South Sea Islands liane 
dating which they in their own thenbs 
%% | 


EDITORIAL N OTES.. 


Gospel and embraces it the other members of the family to which 


the 
he 


belongs turn against him and make it very unpleasant for him to remain 
at home. Sometimes in such cases the new convert to the Gospel leaves 
home;withont making much effort to reconcile the family. to the course he 
has taken. It is possible that some are too hasty in leaving home when 
such conditions exist. By staying at home after embracing the truth s 


— 


— 
| 
— 
4 
4 
\ 
a 
WW 
— 
7 


LATTER-DAY — 761 


period he may have to enduro persecution from his on parents or brothers 
and sisters,,, In time, however, the feelings of the family may be softened. 
The, disposition of the one who is thus treated to patiently endure, the 
vexation imposed upon him may lead them to discover that the Gospel is 
not without, good fruits. When they see that a change for the better. is 
wronght in one’s disposition by obedience to the Gospel they will in many 
instances, to some extent at least, cease their opposition. 

An inatance of the good results following such a course as here sugented 
comes, from Switzerland, A. certain young lady there listened to the 
teachings of the Elders and accepted the Gospel as taught by them, When 

it became known to her parents that she had embraced what was called 
Mormonism the mother was very much ere. and the father wag ready 
to disown her and drive her away from home. 

adler these circumstances the girl knew not what to do but to 1 — 

as goon. as possible. She could not renounce her religion, as she had 
received a testimony that it was true. 

be told the Elders who were laboring in the diskxies in whieh she. lived 
of her treatment, and of her intention to leave ber home, The mission- 
aries advised her not to be hasty about going away. They prevailed upon 
her to gtay with her parents, to be obedient and kind to them and to try 
and endure the trials she might have to pass through. At the same time 
they encouraged her to ask the Lord to soften the hearts of her parents 
toward. her, and to give them. a testimony of the truth. The Elders 
promised to pray with her, and to fast also in behalf of her and her 


parents. 

zouns, lady accepted. the She 
remained at home, did everything. she could to assist her parents, and 
showed them every kindness in her power. The testimony of the Gospel 
she bad received, and the joy which the Holy Spirit imparts made her 


cheerful, and strengthened her s0 that she was enabled to bear adversity 
and. persecution. 

It vas the of their 
child envi. ceased..to be disagreeable towards her, Soon the mother em- 
braced the Gospel and became just as zealous.asherdaughter. Her father’s 
ots 30 


pool on. she 13th inst., tells of an experience he bad while passing through 
the Stete.of Wyoming on the railway train. One night while reating in 
half: position on the seatiof the car h voice said to him “You are 
lying, in such a. position that all your money can be taken out of your 
pocket? With », sudden start he clapped his hand over the pocket in 
which he carried his purse, and awoke from his sleep just in time to see a 
man go out rather hastily through the car-door. Thinking he must have 
been dreaming, Brother Archibald said nothing about the matter at the 

time..,.A. fellaw-passenger who happened to be awake when this occurred 
n 
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pretend to adjust the lamp which bunt near where Brother Archfbald vas 
sleeping and at the same time with the other hand reach towards the 
sleeping man’s pocket. Failing in his attempt to rob him, the would-bé 
pick- pocket rushed out of the car as quickly ds possible. The passenger 
who saw this proceeding wondered how it was that his fellow- passenger, 
whom he thought was sound asleep, managed to cover his pocket just at 
the moment it was about to be picked, and he afterwards made inquiry 
about it. When Brother Archibald learned from his companion - traveler 
of the attempt made to rob him, he was satisfied that it was _ ‘Whisper? 


Som two years ago a man called at one of the en Pousev ot aig 
mission to inquire if the inmates had any old clothing they wished to dis- 
pose of. One of the Elders brought out an old pair of trowsers for which 
he considered he had no further use. He was offered a shilling for the pair 
and was about to accept the offer when a newly-arrived Elder exclainied, 
Let me have the trowsers; I will give you a shilling for them.“ It adde 
no difference to the owner who got the trowsers, 80 he unn . bidder 
have them. 

will do to wear baptizing people,” the purchaser remarked 
in explanation of the purpose he had in buying them. an Oaks 

His companions smiled at the assurance he had that the result 
was a profi table one, but as he'was as yet nen —— — 
it quite excusable. 

As time rolled by the Elder . occasion to make use of the 3 
quite frequently. He eventually realised that he had made no mistake 


when he bought them, for daring his missionary career r he baptized: . 


in assisting the Elders in spreading the Gospel. An example of what 
may be done in this line occurred recently in Switzerland. A newly 
arrived missionary there had the assistance of a young lady, who was a 
member of the Church, in learning the language. Before he felt able to con- 
verse freely upon the principles of the Gospel in the language of the coun- | 
try he had several investigators to instruct in the doctrines of the Gospel! 
The young lady being full of zeal, offered her services in assisting the 
Elder, and throug her having ‘a knowledge of the language she Was 
enabled to éxplain our doctrines to those who were enquiring after them. 
The result was five of those who were investigating became converted to 
the truth und embraced the Gospel. This was due in & large extent te 
the efforts of this active young lady, as the five were ‘convinéed of ‘the 
truth beforé the new missionary hed Janguage sufficiently to 


explain the Gospel to them. | doider 

are benefits derived those who do not pray 
know nothing of. We heard a young man remark that it was good’ to 


make a 
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pe He explained his meaning by-observing that when a person 
prayed constantly for a certain object and did not receive it he would 
begin to examine himeelf and try to find out why his request was not 
: granted. The thoughts inspired by such a self-examination would ‘either 
convince him that his desire was not a wise one or that his faith was not 
sufficient. In either case this diseovery would greatly benefit him; and 
eventually give him greater satisfaction than would a direct answer to his 
prayer. ‘This is one of the many benefits derived from prayer. * Those 
who attend regularly to this duty derive many blessings from — 0. 


A wrrrer in the Christian Commonwealth infers that dabelem for ‘ihe 
remission of sins is not a New Testament doctrine, and says that there is 
no such’ phrase i in it as “baptism for the remiasion of sins.” While it is 
true the words do not appear exactly as he places them, it is perfectly 
clear that baptism for the remission of sins is taught in the New Testa- 
ment: The writer referred to apparently tries to deceive his readers by 
making the assertion which he does, for he must have read in Luke iii: 3 
that John the Baptist preached “the baptism of repentance for the remis- 
sion of eins; T 5 Acts ii: 38, that Peter, on the day of Pentecost 
s: “Repent, and be baptized every in ‘the. 
| Jewas Christ forthe of sina” 


* 


which, arrived in New Vork on November 17, 
reported that the Anchor Line Steamship Anchoria, which left Glasgow, 
November 5, had been sighted at anchor over one hundred miles from 
New Tork. The Anchoria signalled that on Sunday evening, the 15th 
inst., the shaft snapped. A duplicate of the length in which the break 
occurred was on board, and the engineers were then repairing it. She 
signalled that she was not in need of assistance, that she expected to be 
able to proceed that night, and that her passengers were not alarmed. 
Later news cabled from New York brought the report that the vessel 
reached the port in safety. There were twenty Latter-day Saints on 


President George 
8. Spender, of the Netherlands Mission, and Elder B. R. Birchall, of Old- 
bam. Both relate interesting occurrences in connection with the mission- 
ary work. Encouraging reports have also been received from other parts 
of the mission. In connection with the report, published in this number 
of the Stak, of the Newcastle Conference held last Sunday, is narrated an 

4% 
im Sittingbourne, November 15; 18986. Two sessions were beld—in the 
afternoon and evening. The speakers at the meetings were Elders Edwin 
J. Winder, George Shorten, Jesse T. 
were much enjoyed by those attended 
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Saints convened on Sunday, November 22, 1896, at 10:80 am, in She 
People’s Palace, Ocean Road, South Shields. 1 

There were present of the Presidency of the eee, Mission, len 8. 
wells and Joseph W. McMurrin, John H. Burrows and wife, from the 
Liverpool Office, and the President and Traveling Elders of the Newcastle 
Conference. 

The speakers at the morning meeting were C. S. Galbraith, C. D. ssa 
and President Rulon S. Wells. ‘ 

The afternoon meeting was called to order at 2 p.m. After the op. 
exercises the Sacrament was administered by Elders J. B. Walton yn A. 
D. Robinson. 

The general authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the Euro- 

pean Mission were presented by President H. M. Smith and unanimously 

MB by the Saints. The Elders of the Newcastle. Qonference were 
also sustained as follows: Hyrum M. Smith President of the Canteens; 
Wm. A. Thayn and John P. Burt to labor in the Stockton district; J. 
Thurgood and E. D. Harrison in the Easington Lane district; C. D. Smit 
and J. B. Walton in the Newfield district; A. D. Robinson and C. E. Rose 
in the Hetton district; C. S. Galbraith, D. C. Stephenson, Wm. J. E. 
Albrand and V. R. Pugmire in the Shields district. Necber . Dertick | 
was not assigned a field of labor as he has been honorably released to ro- 
turn home after having filled a good mission. | 

The report of the labors of the Elders for the six months ending October 
30, 1896, was read as follows: Seventies (Missionaries from Zion) 14; A; 
Elders 20; Priests 11; Teachers8; Deacons 15; members 205; total o icers 
and menibets 259. Tracte distributed 33,978 ; “Gospel conversations 1, 151; | 
books loaned 660; books sold 28; books given. away 99; general meetin 3 
230; cottage meetings 8; open-air meetings 23; ‘Sunday School sessions 
24; “Mutual Association meetings 56; Baptisms 53 irma. 
tion 5; Ordinations 7; children blessed 11; adlaainistvations 93; strangers’ 
hones visited 790. There had also been two whe hed emigrated and 
three deaths. BY 

President MeMorrin occupied the in deliver. 
ing an excellent discourse on the beliefs and doctrines of the Mormon 
people. In the evening meeting Brother John H. Burrows and Presi- 

dent Rulon 8. Wells een the ‘congregation, which wes large and 

A great had us during the: ‘ail, 
with one accord, pronounce it the largest and most successful conference 
held in the Newcastle district for some years past. Wo feel shat che Lord 
is working with us and that He overrules — our behalf. The 
weather was fine, and the congregations were large. The instructions were 
good, and we hope they will remove some of the errom and: ‘prejudices that 
are 80 prevalent in relation to the Latter-day Saints as a people, . 1 33 3 * 
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A ‘Priesthood meeting was held Monday morning, at which the Elders 
reported their labors ind bore their testimonies. Much good ‘advice and 
many valuable instructions were given the Elders by Presidents Wells and 
McMurrin and Brother Burrows. | 


Düring our evening meeting one of our sisters was taken 400 ill 40 
by the time the meeting was dismissed she could scarcely hold her head 
up. She requested to be administered to, consequently she was helped 
into a small adjoining room by her mother and another friend. She was 
by this time unable to remove her hat without assistance. Several of the 
Elders laid their hands upon her head, and Brother McMurrin commenced 
to bless her. We who assisted in the administration could feel distinctly 
each pulsation of the heart as it forced the blood through her system in 
spasthodic jerks, each of which seemed to shake her whole body. Brother 
McMurrin pronounced the blessings of the Lord upon her, and by the 
power and authority of the Priesthood and in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ rebuked the power and influence of the destroyer. As he did so 
ve cotild feel the force of each pulsation grow weaker and weaker and by 
the time he had finished blessing her they had become imperceptible to 
us, She immediately said she felt better. She walked from the meeting 
room without help, and feeling prepared to undertake a ride of fifteen 
miles in a brake to her home. Thus we are ever witnessing the fulfillment 
of the promises of the Savior and the power of God being made manifest 
under the hands of His authorized and delegated servants, and thus 
the Elders and Saints have their testimonies strengthened and their 


faith and knowledge increased day by day. 
Hyrum M. of Conference. 


vaniOoüs “MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


by President George 8. Spencer | 
of the Netherlands Mission dated at Rotterdam, November 16, 1896: 

On my return this morning from a trip through the Northern mist * 
the Mission, I found your letter, informing me of your intended visit to 
our Conference with President MeMurrin and four Elders, (a vocal quar- 
tette;) awaiting me. It was a glorious surprise for all of us I assure you; 
and the brethren may be sure of a royal reception, and if they ate not 
zatiafled with Dutch hospitality after experiencing it, it will not be the 
fault of willingness on the part’ of our good Saints. The prospects are 
very flattering for the best Conference that has yet been held in the 
Netherlands, and the news of your proposed visit will add new life and 
impetus to the — to n n 20 that W highest — num- 
ber will de present. | 

way from Belgium as also a few from the far north of Holland, across the 
South Sea. We will therefore be under the necessity of renting latger 
halt in which to hold our afternoon and evening meetings.’ Elder Pieper 
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will leave for Amsterdam to-morrow morning to attend to this, and to visit 5 
some of our friends there for the purpose of getting notices * our r 
ings as well as the Articles of Faith, inserted in the papers. 5 
The affairs in the northern counties are steady. The Saints are expe 
encing a little persecution, but nothing of a serious nature as yet. Two 
will be baptized there within a short time, and to-morrow night we expect 
to perform the ordinance of baptism here for one or more persons. 

Elder Pieper brings very cheering news from Belgium of an event ‘that 
pute the crown as it were on their efforts there, For quite a time past a 
very nice family has been investigating our principles. They are well to 
do, and are very intelligent. The gentleman speaks French, German and 
Dutch, and has been a merchant for several years past in the city of 
Liege. Elder Pieper was desirous of reaching a conclusion with this 
family before leaving those parte, and told the gentleman, if he woul 
seek for a testimony he should know that the Gospel as revealed ——— 
the Prophet Joseph Smith and preached by our Elders is true. So the 
gentleman, his wife and daughter, appointed a day of fasting to give. a4 
subject prayerful thought. They invited Elders Pieper and De Graff to 8 
come and they would devote the whole day to the investigation of the 
scripture. To save interruption he instructed his clerks and servants in 
their several duties the day before and turned the reins of Weiner over 
to them. 

Elder — was there at eight clock in the morning ‘of the. day 
appointed, and remained with them answering questions and explaining 
the: Gospel until seven o'clock in the evening. At the end of this, time 
the gentleman stood up and gave Elder Pieper his hand and said, ‘ “ see 
Pieper, for I call you Brother, because Pm gonvinced now that the Gospel : 
is true, I want you to baptize me.” 

The next day he went to the Catholic priest who had been his pastor 
for years and surrendered his post of honor as treasurer in the Catholic 
Church, by telling that dignitary that he had become a Mormon, and in 
doing so had entered the true fold of Christ. Their conversation lasted 
about: two hours, and our brother det more than ever mme. aig 
beauty of the true Gospel. 

This occurrence has naturally a ot 
the. prominence of the persons concerned, and will be an incentive. to 
many to look into our principles more thoronghly. 1 hey were all three 
baptized the next day in the river Meuse, and now they testify to all with 
whom they come in contact, that.the Gospel is restored and that man.can 
receive forgiveness of his transgressions and a knowledge of the truth of. 
the message which our Elders. preach by obedience to the laws and ordin- 
ances.of the Gospel of Christ; feeling that if they did not do this the very 
stones would speak, as it were. When it is known that this action will 
make a difference in his business interests of several hundred pounds yearly. 
it will be seen that no earthly consideration; could have led to this stop, 
but that it — 
testimony. of the truth. 

Tho brethren just inform me ‘that. two baptised. lash 
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in my absence, and a report has been received. of 


B R. Wem Oldham, * ane of 
21, 1896, sends the following: items ‘eoneerning the 
missionary work in that place: 

On Sunday, November 15, we held 400 good ineadtngs at which a good 
many strangers were present, the congregation in the evening numbering 
over fifty. During the past ‘month we have had a good sprinkling of 
strangers. at all our gatherings, and we find it much easier to preach to 
human beings than to empty benches. The Lord is prospering) the work 
of our hands in this town for we have upwards of twenty people that have 
commenced a thorough investigation of the Gospel: One lady remarked at 
the close of our evening meeting that she felt. she could join us right there. 

Our services were very impressive. At the evening meeting the speakers 
werd led to explain the gathering of Israel, it being the occasion of one of 
the sisters leaving for the land of Zion. 

Many strangers of late have opened their doors to the Eldersand invited | 
them. to come in, and they rejoice.in these 
tunity of laying the gospel before them. 

Wie have but two Traveling Elders: nore, but we would like to see 1 
least two more in the near future. For truly the harvest is great but 
the laborers are few.“ We have a population of 200,000 people, and many 

are beginning to enquire of this latter day work. 

The day is opening up when this Gospel must be presented to the 
“learned” as well as the “illiterate,” and these opportunities are present- 
ing themselves to us. During the past month it has been our lot to lay 
the Gospel before two Church of England ministers, one Roman Catholic 
priest, and one Methodist minister. Truly this is a day of es unto 
all human family. 

The press is also turning ite attention to our cause, for: since our last 
Conference, which was held in Pendleton, they have printed no less than 
three reports concerning our work in general. During the past week, the 
Oldham Chronicle received a message by mail from some unknown hand, 
asking said paper to give us a scandal through their columns on the occa- 
sion of the departure of some of the Saints for Utah, But the Press pub- 
lished a report of their departure in an unbiased manner. 

We are about to start a Sunday morning Bible class in addition to our 
other services and we are arranging to have special Christmas services 
and socials, in order may: be to. 


as che spiritual, 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


connected with it. Several other strikes are reported from various places. 7 
— to Berlin telegram, based on . is concentrating the 
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